


An update on research 
into

and exploration along  
the 

Thailand-Burma Railway







































BORK - 1994 



BORK - 2016 



Important consideration

Sadly, for many people 
making money is more 
important than 
preserving history.





BORK area - 1998 



BORK area - 2016 



Another important 
consideration

It is important to understand 
that to most people making 
a living along the course of 
the railway it is of little or no 
historical interest.



Therefore
As more of the route of the 
railway is developed for 
farming and other activities 
more of the remaining 
railway disappears.
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Lin Thin Station - 2006



Lin Thin Station - 2007 



Lin Thin Station - 2012 



Lin Thin Station - 2016 



Lin Thin - 2007 



Lin Thin - 2010 
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Lin Thin - 2004 
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Lin Thin - 2004 



Lin Thin - 2006 



Lin Thin - 2015 
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Kui Yae camp area - 2016 



Kui Yae cemetery area - 2016 



GPS/Digital mapping
Some time ago it became obvious 
that with so much of the railway 
disappearing there was a need to 
leave a permanent record of where 
the railway had been. This led me to 
start remapping the railway in fine 
detail and recording all significant 
places with GPS co-ordinates.

























Back to Kui Yae.
And the serious work 
that I hope to convince 
my Dutch friends that I 
need help with.



When I was manager of the war 
cemeteries in Thailand I met 
many families who had no idea 
of what had happened to family 
members who were PoWs.

This led me to start researching 
the fate of those who died on 
the railway.



Initially I started researching only the 
Australians.

Easy - only 2,710 of the Australians sent to 
Thailand and Burma died.

Then I started researching Australians who 
died in other areas.

Not so easy – more than 8,000 Australians
died whilst prisoners of the Japanese.



Then my task became more difficult - I 
started researching the Americans, British 
and Dutch sent to Thailand and Burma who 
also died.

Even more difficult – another 9,487.
Americans - 133
British - 6,641
Dutch - 2,713



Then visitors to the war cemetery and 
others I met made my task even more 
difficult – they wanted information on men 
who were PoWs but did not die. So I 
started researching these as well.

This was about the time that I built the 
TBRC museum and some time later was 
able to employ a research assistant. 
Originally Derek Lawson and later Andrew 
Snow. 



The museum’s database now contains the 
names of more than 100,000 PoW.
Americans - 850
Australians - 25,500 
British - 56,800
Canadians - 8
Dutch - 22,000
Indians - 33
New Zealanders - 11

These numbers are approximate since men of a nationality 
sometimes served with the forces of another country. 



Sadly, some government officials made a 
decision at the end of World War 2 that the 
families of prisoners of war who died would 
not be told what had happened to their 
loved ones. 

There are officials who still try to enforce 
this decision today so much of my work 
has been done ‘quietly’.



Not unexpectedly the Japanese kept 
records on every person taken 
prisoner.

In the days before computers the most 
efficient way to create and maintain 
these records was by establishing a 
simple card file system.



It is not as though these records were not 
created during the war. They have just 
been quietly hidden in various archives.

Or in the case of some Australian records 
these were rejected by the authorities at 
the end of the war as being of no interest.

Fortunately some of these records were 
kept privately by the men who created 
them.



Index card for van den Ende, R



Index card for van den Ende, R



Index card for de Koning, R



Index card for de Koning, R







Kyoto Roll
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NIOD Dutch record



NIOD Dutch record







Dutch cemetery plan

















Verification of railway
history

by locating evidence 
along the

course of the railway.









Fork and button found in 2004.



Alarm clock uncovered 2005.



Items uncovered in October 2006.



Items uncovered more recently.



Items after cleaning.





Providing information
to

relatives of men
who

were prisoners of war. 











Both of Pieter van den Hoogenband’s 
paternal great grandfathers were prisoners 
of war on the railway. 

Lt Kol C. van den Hoogenband was 2i/c of the Dutch in 
H Force. When Lt Cmdr J.C. Cornelis was evacuated 
sick to Kan’buri van den Hoogenband took over 
command of Tonchan Spring Camp. On his return to 
Singapore he was placed in command of all Dutch in 
Singapore. 

Lt Kol E. Mahler left Java with Java Party 9. To 
Thailand on 1st January 1943. Group 6 at Kinsaiyok 
then to Hindat. Remained in Thailand until the end of 
the war.



Red Cross aid to the 
Prisoners of War



Protecting Powers
¾ A neutral country that can look after 
the affairs of each of two warring 
nations.
¾ Switzerland was the protecting 
power for British, American and 
Australian PoWs.
¾ Sweden was the protecting power
for the Dutch PoWs.



¾ The Japanese did not recognise the 
protecting powers in areas under their 
control so delegates from the protecting 
powers were not allowed to visit PoW 
camps.

¾ The Japanese only recognised the ICRC 
in Japan, Shanghai and Hong Kong.

¾ In Thailand the ICRC delegate (Mr. 
Werner Salzmann) had to proceed as a 
private citizen – being Swiss he was able to 
move about relatively freely – but not to 
areas under Japanese military control. 



• 1 May 1943. Received a telegram from ICRC 
asking if he could purchase supplies for PoWs.

• 4 May 1943. Called on Thai Foreign Office to 
submit this request.

• 8 Jun 1943. Called on FO again to be told 
request still under consideration.

• 23 Jun 1943. Received reply from FO to say the 
Thais had no objections.

• 26 Jun 1943. Salzmann contacted FO asking if 
the matter fell under Japanese administration.

• 6 Jul 1943. At a meeting with the Siamese Red 
Cross was told they could not help.



• 8 Jul 1943. Received a reply from FO advising 
he should deal directly with the Japanese.

• 12 Jul 1943. Called on the Japanese embassy to 
get permission to be allowed to purchase and 
deliver aid to the PoWs.

• 9 Aug 1943. Called on Japanese embassy asking 
for the number of PoWs held in Thailand. Could 
not obtain this because it was a ‘military secret’ 
but may be given an approximate number.

• 16 Aug 1943. Notified that the Japanese Military 
Authorities would not disclose this figure.



• 17 Aug 1943. Contacted ICRC in Geneva 
repeating a former request asking for vital 
medicines to be sent by post via Siberia.
Never received a reply from Geneva.

• 14 Sep 1943. Informed by the Japanese 
embassy that permission had been granted for 
the purchase and dispatch of ‘comfort supplies’ 
and ‘pocket money’ to the PoWs using funds 
sent from Geneva via Tokyo. All comforts and 
cash amounts to be taken over by the 
Japanese embassy for transmission to the 
Japanese Military Authorities. 



• 18 Sept 1943. Received a letter from the 
Japanese ambassador stating:

¾The Japanese authorities have no objection to 
receiving the money and comforts which you wish to 
provide to British prisoners of war in Thailand.

¾The Military Authorities suggest foodstuffs, toilet 
articles and cigarettes.

¾The distribution of money and comforts should be left 
in the hands of the Military Authorities.

• 13 Oct 1943. Received a telegram from Geneva 
detailing the procedure to be adopted for the 
relief of British PoW in Thailand.



• The first shipment was prepared by the 
end of September but could not be taken 
over by the Japanese until the arrival of 
the covering remittance on 13 October 
1943. 

• The shipment was finally taken over by 
the Japanese authorities at Bangkok 
Central Railway Station on 13 November 
1943 in the presence of the Japanese 
embassy, Japanese Military Authorities, 
Consulate of Switzerland and ICRC.



Shipments
Shipment      No of packages        Delivered

1. 521                      13/11/43
2.                       1314                      28/12/43
3.                       1300                          6/5/44
4.                       1117                        17/7/44
5.                       1004                          7/9/44
6.                       1344                      29/10/44
7.                       1482 (423 tons)       20/2/45
8.                       1694                        13/5/45
9.                       1998                        30/7/45



Some of the food supplies
Ovaltine, bovril, marmite         2,576 tins
Fruit preserves                        5,136 1lb tins
Jam                                         7,416 tins
Marmalade                              7,720 kgs
Green peas                             8,064 1 lb tins
Tomato sauce                         7,152 pint bottles
Mackerel in oil                       26,500 small tins
Sardines                                  5,206 tins
Biscuits                                    3,840 tins                      



Margarine                                 12,060 lbs
Vegetable fat                              3,300 lbs
Tea leaves                                43,722 lbs
Roasted ground coffee             10,800 kgs
Powdered milk                          28,008 1 lb tins
Condensed milk                          2,736 tins
Sugar                                        42,339 kgs
Soya beans                               21,000 kgs
Dried white beans                     12,852 kgs
Dried green peas                        9,840 kgs
Peanuts                                     13,636 kgs
Ham                                            9,975 kgs                                         



Some other supplies
Washing soap                           10,761 kgs
Blue Mottles soap                       9,500 kgs
Carbolic soap                              7,006 kgs
Tooth brushes                           31,000 pcs
Cigarettes                             9,206,400 pcs
Cigars (small)                          650,000 pcs
Pipe tobacco                             54,750 boxes.



Aid to Dutch PoWs
Following a similar time wasting procedure, but 
this time with reference to the Swedish embassy, 
a limited amount of aid was provided to Dutch 
PoWs. 

There were two shipments of aid made; one on 
17 October 1944 and the second on 13 May and 
5 June 1945.



Some of the Dutch supplies
Powdered milk                        3,600 1lb tins
Ovaltine                                     400 tins
Tea dust                                  1,042 kgs
Coffee powder                         1,440 kgs
Brown sugar                            8,800 kgs                  
Margarine                                   800 lbs
Soya beans                             3,600 kgs
Cigarettes                            600,000 pcs
Pipe tobacco                            8,600 boxes



Medicines & medical 
supplies

Soon after the outbreak of hostilities in 
the far east all of the essential 
medicines and pharmaceutical 
chemicals began to disappear from the 
market. Prices went up continuously, 
and stocks were hoarded – in short the 
evil of the black market took control.



• Quoting Werner Salzmann: 
• ‘Those who were out to make large 

profits had neither the time not the 
feeling to think of the misery of 
other people. Their parole was 
“Take it or leave it, but if you want 
to have the goods you will have to 
pay for it”.’



Black market prices
Government prices    Black market prices

1943       1944              1943      1945
Chloroform         30.- 70.- 120.- 1,100.-
Ether                  25.- 50.- 150.- 1,300.-
Emetine             36.- 72.- 220.- 1,440.-
Sulphanilamide  90.- 90.- 700.- 12,000.-
Atebrine             40.- 50.- 150.- 800.-
Potass. Iodide    75.- 75.- 220.- 1,000.-
Aspirin                50.- 50.- 120.- 1,000.-



Supplies delivered
Between 28th August 1943 and 30th

September 1945 30 lots, comprising
395 cases, of medical supplies were
delivered. The total cost of these
purchases, on behalf of the Consulate
of Switzerland was approximately one
million baht.



KNOWN CAUSES OF DEATH
ON THE RAILWAY

Nationality   Known  Unknown  No CofD  Total

Australian    2,697     13 (Esc) 0      2,710
British       6,548       5 (Esc) 88      6,641
Dutch        2,651     37                25      2,713

American        133       0                  0         133

TOTAL      12,029     55              113    12,197



NATIONALITY  LOCATION   NUMBER   DIED    %

Australian      Railway     13,003    2,710   20.8
Burma         4,884       777   15.9
Thailand      8,120   1,933    23.9
F Force       3,662   1,060    28.9

D, H & Dunlop   4,458      873    19.6

Officers          463        11      2.4
OR’s railway  12,541   2,699    21.5

OR’s Thailand    7,838   1,927    24.6



NATIONALITY    LOCATION   NUMBER   DIED    %

British          Railway      30,131   6,641   22.0
Burma             500      131   26.0
Thailand     29,631  6,510    22.0
F Force        3,338  2,033    60.1

Others Thailand   26,293   4,477    17.0

Dutch           Railway       17,990  2,713   15.1
Burma           5,600     567    10.1
Thailand      12,390  2,146    17.3




















